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$4il€ th€ number ol brands
in the DvD burier mdket has
shrunl< in recent I'eds, drere
are sdll a good halldozen or so
brdds launchjng ne(' dfi€s.
This months rolndup revealed
24x inrernal D\D burners, Dew
efieinaL burneB wirh Blu{a,\,
rcadsuppofi fld intemar
Btu ray combo diives seliDg ibr
as litlle as $140. Unibmmateln
81! iay burners .onrinue to
hover doud the $300mark

The DW240S rre the cheapest
internal DVD burner $'e sa\{ ar
jlst $35.lfto!'ve been reading
PC Lrse/ for a a'hile, you may
remember lvhen we rcli€w€d
internal D\rD burners at prLces
of over $5001 Although it wor']d
only burn rhe sony t€st m€dja
at its r6x rate, it did so dith the
leasr nuber ol edors in this
grou!. lts peaklI enorcoutot
38 matched the Sony AD 72405,
but everyalhere else, irs efor
levels were lower lts bum time
ol6 minutes 5r secondswas
slowlor a nominal r6xbun,
alrholgh it wasnt ihe slowest
we saw It cenaiily didn t hurt

dd rqth nedja pdces sitiing at
doud $9 for a rsjte-once 25GB
Blu ray disc, rhe required boost
jn demdd to push ldc€s do$D
hn t iikely to happen m_r' time
soon. By contrast, inteinal D\D
buners ee almost a ste.l thes€

-HOW WE TESTED
lach dive was conn€.tedto
a 3GEz Core 2 Er:tr€de X9650
desktop Pc running the 64 bit

burn quality eirhei Th€ only
doMsid€ we could se€ wirh
rhe Dw240s drjve is L\at you
get 8x dorbLe la,ver burning
rather tban 12x on rhe other
three diives, There s arso no
fronl panel I ED io itrdicate
that rhe drive is actually buming
dd it's th€ only drive we ve
seen not to have this.The uit
comes in a letail box Nith Nero
8 lsseDtials softste, It doesnt
support Lightsdib€ laseFlabel
etching, but $e don t rhjnl

Pc Users.y.: The cheap,.st
dr ive we sawand deLivers qood
vatue and burn quautY.

veision ofN'indows 7 Ultimate
Nirh a samsunS 500GB HD502LI
hdd drn€. Using Nero I
E$entrals software, rve bun€d
a4.695ctl single layer trVD
using 16rSonyDVD-Rmedia
with the m€dia identilicdrion
(M1D) code of SONYr 6Dr,
purchased ftom retailer IB Hi fi,

The dlsc burn speedwas
timed lsing L\e output lrom
Nero 3 !$ertials aDd d1en rested
using Klrobe 2.5.2 disc malysis

Sonyisthe bignme behind the
Optiarc bmnd dd rhis AD-7240S
internal D\D burner is ptrry
deccntmlue. fts capable ol
burnilg at 24x on selccted DvD-
R and DVD+R media, but i{hat
surt s€d us was Soryt orvn
16{ DID R (SONY16D1) media
i{orndnt burn at more thd 18a.
lftheAD 72405 wont hit 24x
on sony! oM nedia, we r€ lelt
wonderjng on which media it
irill rca.h 24x Its lerformdce
was very good, wirh a tulL 4.7G8
DvD R bum tating aroud live
minutes. ltor scanning showed
up norhlng untowdd, i{ift a
PI etorpeak of38 ddtotal

softwue rmning a! 4x on a
Gigab).re Go w0808A DID
bum€L The bum sp€ed dd
ov€ftI disc qualitJ', along lvith
the 1@ious features aDd Piice,
were factored n1 to produce
m o!€rall scorc foreach unit

Nlate su.e you take a look
ai L\c'lrror t€st r€sults' box
on page 49 to 6nd out more
about how to r€ad the results

BENQ DW240S
f Brq! $!! lrtEB- *1!, 9!c,9oa,?!

SONY OPTIARC AD-724O5
Pi!9!  $3? I  wIB ! ! t : ! ty 'e ! ! t?r9, ! :

PI! erors under 2,000. Thesc
arc gr€at tesr resllts irom an
'overclocked r3x burn. The
BenQ Dw240S delilered slightll
befier bun quaiity, altho!8h
at a slower l lix burn rate, The
BenQ drive also tops oui at just
8! on doublelaler media (rhe
AD 72405 cd burn this at 1iril.
Our tesr sdple ardved as d
OEM unit in a plastic bag rvith
a Nero I lssentials disc inside,
but buying it this say saies
money eid packaging that
most people dont rca]ly need.
PC U5er5.y3: This is a decent
performerand capable or rast
12x doubte-tayer burninq.
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